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John Sayward/Soward of Gloucester/Ipswich  
By John M. Switlik 

 

In 1791, John Graves of Ipswich, MA married Elizabeth Sayward. Who was she? To answer that question, we need 
to look at Elizabeth’s parents. The article shows that her parents were John Sayward and Elizabeth Leatherland, of 
Ipswich, and, then, answers the question: who was John Sayward?   

In TEG 201, an article on the Graves of Ipswich showed that John5 (John4, John3, Samuel2, Samuel1) 
Graves (he was the third John) had married Elizabeth Sayward in Ipswich. In TEG 342, an article 
that extended the TEG 20 article made brief mention of the parents of Elizabeth. As well, the TEG 
34 article showed that it was John6 (the fourth John - son of John5 Graves) who married Abigail 
Wise Hodgkins rather than John5 having two wives as suggested by the TEG 20 article.   

This article looks further at the wife of John5 (the third John), and concludes with a full ahnentafel 
based upon his granddaughter, Susan Charlotte Graves Gardner. The main focus of this article will 
be the parents of the Elizabeth Sayward3 of Ipswich who was baptized on 8 November 1767. On 
that same day, an Elizabeth Soward was baptized in Ipswich, MA.4  Do these indicate two persons 
of the same name? The answer is found below.  

For completeness, later in the article, information is provided about Elizabeth Sayward5 of 
Gloucester who was born on 20 October 1767. Elizabeth of Ipswich and Elizabeth of Gloucester 
were first cousins.   

 

Note: We will use Sayward and Soward, interchangeably, for reasons that will be clear. In the records, John 
and others with the name “Sayward” were referenced with several different spellings of his name.  

 

Elizabeth Sayward of Ipswich 

The family of Henry Sayward of York, Maine was covered in a book that was published in Ipswich 
in 1890.6 Elizabeth, of Ipswich, is not mentioned in this book however her father, John, has a brief 
mention; also, the book provides John’s parents and baptism date.7  

On the other hand, the Essex County records provide unique information about Elizabeth’s family. 
In her birth (baptism) record, at Ipswich, Elizabeth is noted as being a daughter of John and 
Elizabeth Sayward.8 In her baptism record, in Ipswich, Elizabeth was noted as being a daughter of 
John Soward.9 As asked above, can this be two persons? The following discussion of the facts shows 
that the answer to the question is “no.”   

                                                           
1
 Lindberg, M.W. (2000) “Samuel Graves of Ipswich” The Essex Genealogist, v 20, p 226 

2
 Switlik, J.M. (2014) “Research in Progress: The Graves Family of Ipswich” The Essex Genealogist, v 34, p 92 

3
 VR: Ipswich Births, v 1, p 329 (see also Sayward, Eliza[beth], d. John and Eliza[beth], bp. Nov. 8, 1767) 

4
 VR: Ipswich Baptisms, v 3, p 28 (Soward, Eliza[beth], d. John bp. Nov. 8, 1767) 

5
 VR: Gloucester Births, v 1, p 650 (Sayword (see also Sayward), Elizabeth, d. Joseph, jr. and Abigail, Oct. 20, 1767)   

6
 Sayward, C.A. (1890) The Sayward Family: History and Genealogy, Henry Sayward York, Maine Independent Press, 

Ipswich, MA 
7
 Ibid, Sayward, p 71, #54 (John was son of Joseph and Sarah (Giddings) Sayward of Gloucester) 

8
 VR: Ipswich Births, v 1 p 329 (Sayward) 

9
 VR: Ipswich Baptisms, v 3, p 28 (Soward) 
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Elizabeth Sayward’s brother, John Leatherland Sayward 

We can use the brother of Elizabeth. Her parents named their first son John Leatherland Sayward, 
after her brother John Leatherland (see later section on the military experience). As well, we see that 
Elizabeth Sayward’s brother was also recorded twice (not on the same date, though): 1) John 
Leatherland Soward, 2) John Sawyward.10,11 John Leatherland Soward’s unique name gives us an easy 
way to identify him and his family.  

John Leatherland Soward, brother of Elizabeth, married, in Ipswich, on 9 Aug 1787, Margaret 
Lakeman (bp. Ipswich, 18 Jan 1767; d. 3 Nov 1829)12. In the Ipswich Vital Records, their children 
are listed under John L. and Margaret.13 This fact will help us separate the children of John 
Leatherland and Margaret from those of John, his father, who re-remarried (see below) after John 
Leatherland Soward’s (and, his sister, Elizabeth’s) mother died.  

 

The father and mother of Elizabeth Sayward of Ipswich  

The parents, in Ipswich, of Elizabeth Sayward and her brother John Leatherland Soward, were John 
Sayward / Soward and Elizabeth Leatherland. Who was John Soward / Saward / Sayward / 
Sayword / Sawyward? Ipswich has no birth record for this John under any of the names. Gloucester 
has a baptism record (also, he is in the Sayward book). And, Ipswich has records for his military 
service, for his marriages, for the births of his children and for his death.  

Perhaps, we ought to ask first, who was Elizabeth Leatherland (next section)? The marriage record 
(int), in Ipswich, for the couple (as John Saward and Mrs. Elizabeth Leatherland) was dated 13 Oct 
1764.14 A question might arise about the “Mrs” for Elizabeth Leatherland. Was Leatherland her 
maiden or married name? Had she been married before or was there a clerical error made that day?  

As for John Sayward, we find him in the Vital Records of Gloucester as John who was a son of 
Joseph Sayword. Then, in the Sayward book, this John was shown as the son of Joseph Sayward and 
Sarah Giddings. John Sayword, the son of Joseph, was baptized in Gloucester, MA in 10 Sep 
1749.15,16 Later, we will see that John Sayward served with John Leatherland, Elizabeth’s brother, 
during the French & Indian War.  

  

 

 

 

 

                                                           
10

 VR: Ipswich Births, v 1, p 329 (Sawyward  (see also Sayward), John Leatherland, M – 16, 1765)  
11

 VR: Ipswich Baptisms, v 3, p 28 (Soward, John Leatherland, s. John, bp Nov. 3, 1765) 
12

 VR: Ipswich Births, v 1, p 230 (Margaret, d. Rich[ar]d and Sarah); VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 3, p 681 (Soward, 
Margaret, wid. John, Nov. 3, 1829, a.63 y.) 
13

 John Leatherland Soward’s mother died. John Soward remarried and had more children.  
14

 VR: Ipswich Marriages, v 2, p 384 (Saward (see also Sayward) John, and Mrs. Eliza[beth] Leatherland, int. Oct. 13, 
1764)  
15

 VR: Gloucester Births, v 1, p 650 (Sayword John, s. Joseph, bp. 10 Sep 1749) 
16

 Ibid, Sayward, p 54, #54. His brother was Joseph, p54, #47.   
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Elizabeth Leatherland, mother of Elizabeth Sayward  

Elizabeth Leatherland, the mother of Elizabeth Sayward of Ipswich, was baptized (4 Apr 1742)17 in 
Ipswich. Elizabeth Leatherland’s father was John Leatherland (John L.) (b. ...; d. 11 Jun 1745).18 This 
John married Sarah Kimball (bp. 26 2m 1713; d. 24 Feb 1787)19 at Ipswich on 8 Jan 1732/3.20  

We can use property records to tie the Leatherland / Kimball couple to John Soward. In 1733, John 
Leatherland, the father of Elizabeth, bought property in Ipswich. When he died, in 1745, while his 
children were still young, he left, via his will,21 his property to Sarah so that she could support their 
children to adulthood. In 1761, Sarah Leatherland (John’s widow) went to court to establish 
guardianship over her son, John Leatherland (see military records, below).  Later, Sarah, sold her 
property to John Soward (who had married her daughter, Elizabeth). Property that adjoined Sarah’s 
was bought, later, by Rebecca who was John Soward’s second wife (see below). The property ended 
up with John Soward’s sons; one house on the property was named the Soward house.22  

The question remains about the “Mrs.” on the marriage record. Did Elizabeth have a brief marriage? 
John Soward would have known Elizabeth through her brother. Did Elizabeth’s first husband serve 
with the two Johns? This is a question that pends further research.  

We do know that Elizabeth was a Leatherland. As shown above, the land records of Ipswich 
indicate a relationship between John Soward and his mother-in-law, Sarah (Kimball) Leatherland. 
That Sarah did not give the property to John Leatherland, her son, may indicate his early death 
which would explain the couple’s naming of their first son. Further research is required.  

 

John Sayward/Soward, father of Elizabeth Sayward  

We now look at John Sayward/Soward. His baptism record, in Gloucester, has 1749, but that does 
not indicate his birth year. As we see below, his parents, Joseph Sayward and Sarah Giddings, had 
twelve children. Of these, five children were recorded in town records; to this number “those of the 
first church add six more, and the father’s will, of April 3, 1779, names a son George, not elsewhere 
mentioned.” 23   

How did John Sayward/Soward end up in Ipswich? Is there significance to the use of the different 
names? John Sayward’s mother, Sarah Giddings, was from an Ipswich family. One thing to consider 
is that John’s mother, Sarah, died after her last child was born; that last birth was sometime around 
1753. At that time, John would have been quite young.  

We know that Sarah died before the death of her husband. She is not in Joseph’s will (neither is 
John).  After her death, John may not have lived with his father. Where was he? There were relatives 
in the Ipswich area. That John was associated with the name Sayward, in Ipswich, suggests that 
people in Ipswich knew the family and his father. Too, John’s daughter, Elizabeth (who married 
John5 Graves), chose to use Sayward for her name.  

                                                           
17

 VR: Ipswich Births, v 1, p 236 (Leatherland, Elizabeth, d. John and Sarah) 
18

 VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 2, p 614; Essex County, MA: Probate File Papers, 1638-1881 (Case #16541) 
19

 VR: Ipswich Births, v 1, p 219 
20

 VR: Ipswich Marriages, v 2, p 257 
21

 Essex County, MA: Probate File Papers, 1638-1881 (Case #16541), Date of Record: 16 Sep 1745 
22

 Waters, T.A. (1905) Ipswich in the Massachusetts Bay Colony, Vol. 1 The Ipswich Historical Society, p 412 
23

 Babson, J. J. (1876) Notes and Additions to the History of Gloucester, Part First: Early Settlers M.V.B. Perley, p 71 
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In regard to the name, the family has been recorded several ways, even in Gloucester records. 
However, several records about John in Ipswich use Sayward. We will address this issue further 
below with regard to military records (next section).  

When John died, in 1835, his death record said that he was 94 years of age24 which indicates a birth 
in the 1740s.  

 

Military experience: John Leatherland, John Sayward, George Sayward 

Starting first with John Leatherland who was the son of John Leatherland and Sarah Kimball and 
who was the brother of Elizabeth Leatherland, we see that, for him to join the military, his mother 
had to obtain guardianship in 176125 as his father had died when the kids were young. John 
Leatherland, the son, was older than fourteen but still a minor according to the papers. As well, 
Ipswich military records show that John Leatherland was son of Sarah (widow) and that he was 17.   

Note: Applies to both Johns. In colonial times, the enlistment age limit was sixteen; however, with approval 
of parents, a young man could obtain earlier enlistment (usually, fifteen as the youngest age allowed).26 
However, there have been occasions where some can pass themselves as being older than they are; this can 
allow enrollees to be as young as 14 years of age. 

Ipswich records also indicate that John Sayward (Elizabeth Sayward’s father) was in the Ipswich 
military during the latter part of the French & Indian war, 1762/3.27 He was in Cpt. Nathan 
Brigham’s company.  

In that same company (Brigham’s), concurrently, we see John Leatherland, who was the brother of 
Elizabeth (John Soward’s future wife) and who was son of Sarah (widow). From this, we know that 
the two Johns served together and knew each other. Was Elizabeth’s first husband in the same 
military group?  

John Soward / Sayward did serve during the Revolutionary War, as did his brother, George. John, of 
Ipswich, is recorded as Soward.28 His rank implies earlier military experience which he obtained 
during the French & Indian War period. John Leatherland is not recorded as having served in the 
Revolutionary war. Does that suggest an early death (see above)? 

Above, it was noted that George Sayward, brother of John Soward, had no birth or baptism record. 
However, he is in Joseph Sayward’s will. George, of Gloucester, is recorded in MSS Vol. 13 as 
Saywood; in MSS Vol. 14, he is recorded as Soward (see note about the D.A.R. database in the 
footnote).2930  

 

 

 

                                                           
24

 VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 3, p 681 (Soward, John, June 5, 1835, a. 94 y) 
25

 Essex County, MA: Probate File Papers, 1638-1881(Case #16542), Date of Record: 2 Feb 1761  
26

 Geist, C. (2004) “A Common American Soldier” Colonial Williamsburg Journal Autumn, 2004  
27

 Waters, T.A., Goodhue, S., Wise, J. (1917) Ipswich in the Massachusetts Bay Colony, Vol. 2 The Ipswich Historical 
Society, p 201 
28

 Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors, Wright & Potter, Boston, Vol. 14 (1906), p 667 (Soward, John)   
29

 Ibid, Vol. 13 (1905), p 895 (Saywood, George) and Vol. 14 (1906), p 667 (Soward, George)  
30

 The D.A.R. Database has George Sayward, Ancestor: #A100461 
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Elizabeth Sayward of Gloucester  

The Elizabeth, born in Gloucester, was the daughter of Joseph Sayward (brother of John Soward) 
and Abigail Smith.31 This Elizabeth, with her parents, is mentioned in the book about the family of 
Henry Sayward of York, Maine that was published in Ipswich in 1890. However, the only 
information provided in the book about Elizabeth was her parents, birth order, birth date and 
siblings.  

Over the years, Elizabeth of Gloucester has been erroneously used in the place of Elizabeth of 
Ipswich as the wife of John5 Graves. But, we know, according to Essex County records, that the 
Elizabeth Sayward of Gloucester married, 06 Dec 1789 in Gloucester, MA.32 Her husband was 
Samuel Brown, b. Gloucester, 31 Aug 1768.33 They had several children. Elizabeth (Sayward) Brown, 
of Gloucester, died 12 Jun 1841.34 

 

Family of Elizabeth Sayward of Ipswich 

Now, we can look at family details starting with Joseph3, who was father of John4 Sayward/Soward. 
Joseph3 was son of James2 Sayward who was son of Henry1 Sayward.35 James2 was married to 
Deborah Stover; they moved to Gloucester, MA from York, ME.  

Note: Principle persons in the below text are referenced by their position in the accompanying Ahnentafel 
relative to Susan Charlotte Graves (A1). Some details about births and deaths in the families will be found 
in the Ahnentafel chart. 

 

 

 

JOSEPH3 SAYWARD (A20) (James2, Henry1) was born 1 Mar 1708/836 at Gloucester, MA. 
Joseph3 died in 1779,37 at Gloucester. He married on _ Jan 1729/30,38 Sarah Giddings (b. 
Gloucester, 30 Jul 1710; d. bfr 1779). Joseph3 was a mariner.   
 
Sarah (A21) was the daughter of George Giddings and Elizabeth (Eveleth) Perkins.39 George was 
“son of Lt. John Giddings of Chebacco, and grandson of George, an early settler of Ipswich.”40 
Elizabeth Eveleth was the daughter of Joseph Eveleth and Mary Bragg of Ipswich / Essex / 
Gloucester.41  
 

                                                           
31

 Ibid, Sayward, p 71, #104 (daughter of Joseph Sayward and Abigail Smith, pub. 13 Sep 1755; Joseph was “the 
eldest son of Joseph and Sarah (Giddings) Sayward” and was a captain who sailed from Gloucester.) 
32

 VR: Gloucester Marriages, v2, p 108 (Brown, Samuel and Elizabeth Sayward) 
33

 VR: Gloucester Births, v 1, p 123 (s. Samuel and Dorcas) 
34

 Massachusetts, Deaths and Burials, 1795-1910, reference 51, FHL microfilm 771313 
35

 Ibid, Sayward, p 40, #22 
36

 Ibid, Giddings 
37 Ibid, Sayward, p 53/54 
38

 VR. Gloucester Marriages, v 2, p 496 (Sayword, Joseph, and Sarah Giddings, Jan. __, 1729-30) 
39

 VR: Gloucester Births, v 1, p 279  
40

 Ibid Babson,  p 29 
41

 Butcher, J. B. (1980) “The Eveleth Family of Colonial New England” TEG 134:302 
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Children of Joseph3 Sayward and Sarah Giddings, b. at Gloucester: 
 
i. Sayword, Sarah    b. 14 Nov 173042 m. Zebulon Parsons43      d. 
ii. Sayword, Joseph    b. 10 Sep 173244 m. Abigail Smith45     d. Apr 1814 
iii. Sayward, James    b. 5 Nov 173446     m. Abigail Westway     d. 1760 
iv. Sayword, Deborah  b. 10 Apr 173747 m. Samuel Tarbox48     d. Maine49 
v. Sayward Elizabeth  bp. 15 Jun 173850 m.       d. 
vi. Sayword, Hannah   bp. 6 Jun 174251 m.       d.  
vii. Sayword, Mercy     bp. __ Jun 174452 m. Henry Tarr53     d. 180854 
viii. Sayword, Lydia    bp. 24 Aug 174655 m. Andrew Woodbury56   d.  
ix. Sayword, John4     bp. 10 Sep 174957 m. Elizabeth Leatherland  d. 1835 
x. Sayward, Lucy     bp. 14 Jul 175158  m. Benjamin Tarr59          d. bf. 1871 
xi. Sayward, George   bp 27 May 1753 (?)60 m. Susanna Palfrey61          d. 183662 
xii. Sayward, Moses    bp. 27 May 175363 m.            d. young 
 

 
JOHN4 SAYWARD/SOWARD (A10) (Joseph3, James2, Henry1) was baptized on 10 Sep 1749, 
at Gloucester, MA. John4 married (1) on 13 Oct 1764 (int) Elizabeth Leatherland (b. Ipswich, 4 Apr 
1742; d. 30 Dec 1788). Elizabeth was the daughter of John Leatherland and Sarah Kimball married 8 
Jan 1733, in Ipswich. Elizabeth died in 1788.64 John4 died 4 Jun 1835 in Ipswich.65  
 

Children of John4 Sayward and Elizabeth Leatherland, b. at Ipswich: 
           

Soward, John Leatherland  bp 3 Nov 1765         

                                                           
42

 VR: Gloucester Births, v 113 Oct 1764 (int) 
43

 VR: Gloucester Marriages, v 2, p 497 (Sayword, Sarah, and Zebulun Parsons, Feb. 13, 1751-2) 
44

 VR: Gloucester Births, v 1, p 650;  
45

 VR: Gloucester Marriages, v 2, p 496 (Sayword, Joseph, jr., and Abigal Smith, int. Sept. 13, 1755)  
46

 VR: Gloucester Births, v 1, p 648;  
47

 VR: Gloucester Births, v 1, p 650;  
48

 VR: Gloucester Marriages, v 2, p 496 (Sayword, Deborah, and Samuel Tarbox, June 19, 1755) 
49

 Lindberg, M.W. (2000) “John Tarbox of Lynn” TEG 20:143 (removed to New Gloucester, Maine) 
50

 VR: Gloucester Births,v 1, p 650 (Sayword, [E]lizabeth, d. __ and Sarah, June 5, 1739) 
51

 VR: Gloucester Births, v 1, p 650; 
52

 VR: Gloucester Births, v 1, p 650; 
53

 VR: Gloucester Marriages, v 2, p 496;  
54

 Arthaud, J. B. (2000) “The John Wallis Family of Cape Ann” NEHGR, v 153, p 293 
55

 VR: Gloucester Births, v 1, p 650; 
56

 VR: Gloucester Marriages, v 2, p 496 (Sayword, Lydia, and Andrew Woodberry, jr. Jan. 14, 1773) 
57

 VR: Gloucester Births, v 1, p 650; 
58

 VR: Gloucester Births, v 1, p 648;  
59

 VR: Gloucester Marriages, v 2, p 496 (Sayword);  
60

 Ibid, Sayward, pg 54 
61

 VR: Gloucester Marriages, v 2, p 496 (Sayword); 
62

 Rev. War Pension Claim #W22148 
63

 VR: Gloucester Births, v 1, p 648; 
64

 VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 3, p 49 (Soward, Elizab[et]h, w. John, consumption, Dec. 30, 1788) 
65

 VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 3, p 681 (Soward, John, June 5, 1835, a. 94 y)  
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Sawyward, John Leatherland  b M—16, 1765 m. Margaret Lakeman66  d.  
Soward, Elizabeth              bp 8 Nov 1767         
Sayward, Elizabeth4,5         bp 8 Nov 1767   m. John Graves   d. 18 Mar 1800    
Soward, William                 b. 22 Nov 1770 m.      d.               
Soward, Abraham               bp 6 Nov 1772  m. Elizabeth Ringe   d. 3 Oct 184167    
Soward, Issac                      b. 2 Jul 1776  m.       d.               
Soward, Hannah                 bp 23 Jul 1780   m. Thomas Harris  d.               
Soward, Francis                  b. 2 Sep 1782     m.     d.               

 
John4 Soward married (2)(Sayward, int.) in 1792, Rebekah Swett.68 (b. 1747; d. 30 Jun 1822) 69 
 

Children of John4 Sayward and Rebkah Swett, b. at Ipswich: 
 

Soward, Welcome               bp 9 Dec 1792     m. William Treadwell d. 188370         
Soward, Moses                    bp 31 Aug 1794    m. Elizabeth Spiller d.               
Saward, Nabby Gould         bp 21 Oct 1798     m. John Brown  d. 184871        
  

 
ELIZABETH5 SAYWARD (A5) (John4, Joseph3, James2, Henry1) was baptized 8 Nov 1767,72 at 
Ipswich, MA. She married on 1 Sept 1791,73 John5 Graves (b 11 Sep 176674 - d 6 Sep 182075). 
Elizabeth5 Sayward Graves died 18 March 180076 “on childbed” at the age of 33. Elizabeth5 Sayward 
and John5 Graves, had three children, b. at Ipswich77 including John6.  
 
 
JOHN6 GRAVES (A2) (Elizabeth5 Sayward, John4, Joseph3, James2, Henry1) was born about 
1793 (according to the age that he reported to U.S. Census and was recorded at his death) in 
Ipswich, MA. He died 4 March 187078, at Peabody, MA. John6 Graves married, 4 Jul 1819, Abigail 
Wise Hodgkins79 (b. 18 Sept 1803, Marblehead, MA80 - d. 14 Jan 1879, Peabody, MA81). Children of 
John6 Graves and Abigail Wise Hodgkins, b. at Ipswich:82 i. Moses William, ii. Mary A, iii. Lucy S, iv. 
John, v. Susan7 Charlotte, vi. Elizabeth C, vii. Martha 
 

                                                           
66

 VR: Ipswich Marriages, v 2, p 286 (Lakeman, Margaret, and John Leatherland Soward, Aug. 9, 1787) 
67

 VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 2, p 681 (a. abt. 68 y.) 
68

 VR: Ipswich Marriages, v 2, p 402 (Soward, John [Sayward. Int.] and Rebekah Swett, Feb. 27, 1792) 
69

 VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 2, p 681 (a. 75 y.) 
70

 Massachusetts VR 1841-1910 (Welcome [Seword] Treadwell – dau of John and Rebecca Seword), v 346, p 212 
71

 VR: Stoneham Deaths, v 1, p 161 (Brown, Nabby G., b. Ipswich, w. John, d. John and Rebecca Southward, a. 49 y.) 
72

 VR: Ipswich Births, v 1 p 329 (Sayward) 
73

 VR: Ipswich Vital Records-Marriages, v 2, p 195; v2, p 385 
74

 VR: Ipswich Vital Records-Births, v 1, p 168 
75

 VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 2, p 573 
76

 VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 2, p 572; v 3, p 39 
77

 Switlik, J.M. (2014) “Research in Progress: The Graves Family of Ipswich” The Essex Genealogist, v 34, p 94 
78

 Massachusetts Death Records 1841-1915, v 229, p 243 (son of John Graves and Elizabeth Sayward, both of 
Ipswich, age 77) 
79

 VR: Ipswich Marriages, v2, p 220 (Hodgkins), p 195 (Graves)  
80

 VR: Marblehead Births, v 1 p 260 (Abigail Wise, daughter of Joseph and Abigail) 
81

 Massachusetts Death Records 1841-1915, v 310, p260  
82

 Ibid 
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SUSAN7 CHARLOTTE GRAVES (A1) (John6, Elizabeth5 Sayward, John4, Joseph3, James2, 
Henry1) was born at Ipswich on 9 January 183583 and died 11 Dec 1915.84  
 
She married Joseph D. Gardner43 born 4 March 1836 to Benjamin Brown Gardner85 and Lucy 
Foster Wilson.86  Joseph died, at Salem, 10 Feb 191387.  Joseph worked as a tanner and as a foreman 
for the tanneries. Susan and Joseph had five children, including Waldo8 Dennett, b. 1 Oct 1874, 
Salem, MA,88 89 90 m. 10 Jun1902,91 Charlotte Johnson, b. 1880, Prince Edward Island, died 12 Apr 
1923.92 Waldo D. worked as banker at Naumkeag Trust Company. Waldo D. died 31 Jul 194593. 
 
Note: Waldo8 D. Gardner is a grandparent of Ann L. Gardner Switlik, co-founder of the Thomas Gardner 
Society, Inc. (TGS, Inc.). Waldo8, born in Salem, MA, is a first cousin of Frank A. Gardner, MD, author of 
Thomas Gardner, Planter (Cape Ann, Salem) and some of his descendants (1907). The research for this 
article was done under the auspices of the TGS, Inc. by John M. Switlik, President. The article was first 
published in The Gardner Annals, Vol. I, No. 2 (see Annals/Research at thomasgardnersociety.org). 

  

                                                           
83

 Gardner, Frank A. (1907) Thomas Gardner and some of his descendants, Higginson Books, Salem MA, p 286 
84

 Massachusetts Deaths, Ref ID 236 (daughter of John and Abigail W. Hodgkins Grave) 
85

 Ibid, Gardner, p 285 
86

 Switlik, J.M. (2014) “Research in Progress: The Trials of the Wilson Family” The Essex Genealogist, v 34, Num. 3, p 160 
87

 Massachusetts Deaths, Ref ID 349 (son of Benjamin B. and Lucy F. Wilson Gardner) 
88

 Massachusetts Births, 1841-1915, Item 1, p 324 (recorded at birth as William W. Gardner - Waldo D. had an 
older brother, William Graves Gardner, who was born 12 Jan 1868 and died 13 Jun 1870) 
89

 He and his parents used Waldo Dennett. See US Census (1880, 1900, 1910, 1920, 1930, 1940) 
90

 WWI Draft records 1917-1918, Serial #3843 (Waldo Dennett Gardner) 
91

 Marriage Certificate-New Hampshire, 1902, v 524, p 577, n 152 
92

 Death Certificate-Massachusetts (daughter of John M. and Elizabeth Taggart Johnson) 
93

 Massachusetts Death Certificate (son of Joseph D. and Susan Graves Gardner) 

http://thomasgardnersociety.org/


November 2014 THE ESSEX GENEALOGIST Volume 34, No. 4 

205 
 

                  Ahnentafel, Susan Charlotte Graves Gardner 

                          (births; deaths)94 95 

 

1. Susan Charlotte Graves (b. Ipswich, 9 Jan 1835; d. 11 Dec 1915)96 

2. John Graves (b. Ipswich, 1793; d. 4 Mar 1870)97 

3. Abigail W. Hodgkins (b. Marblehead, 18 Sep 1803; d. 14 Jan 1879)98 

4. John Graves (b. Ipswich, 11 Sep 1766; d. 6 Sep 1820)99 

5. Elizabeth Sayward (bpt. Ipswich, 8 Nov 1767; d. 18 Mar 1800)100 

6. Joseph Hodgkins (b. Ipswich, 7 Aug 1768; d. 3 Jul 1825)101 

7. Abigail Swasey (bp. Marblehead, 12 Jun 1774; d. 18 Oct 1822)102 

8. John Graves (bpt. Ipswich, 8 Jan 1741; d. 7 Mar 1804)103 

9. Elizabeth Pushee (bpt. Ipswich, 22 Apr 1739; d. 17 Apr 1805)104 

10. John Soward/Sayward (bpt. Gloucester, 10 Sep 1749; d. 5 Jun 1835)105 

11. Elizabeth Leatherland (bp. Ipswich, 4 Apr 1742; d. 30 Dec 1788)106 

12. John Hodgkins (bp. Ipswich, 26: X br: 1731; d. 5 Sep 1815)107 

13. Patience Webber (b. York, ME 12 Nov 1732; d. 11 Nov 1818)108 

14. Major Joseph Swasey (b. Ipswich, 12 May 1750; d. 1 Apr 1816)109 

15. Susanna Wise (bp. Ipswich, 5 Mar 1745; d. 20 Mar 1821)110 

16. John Graves (b. Ipswich, 1678; d. 4 Oct 1775)111 

                                                           
94

 The pairings imply that the marriage is known. Marriages can be found in the text for principal persons.    
95

 Birth locations are noted, when known, for further clarification. Format for sources is “birth ; death.”  
96

 Gardner, Frank A. (1907) Thomas Gardner and some of his descendants, Higginson Books, Salem MA, p 286; 
Massachusetts Deaths, Ref ID 236 (daughter of John and Abigail W. Hodgkins Grave) 
97

 Birth from age at death; Massachusetts Death Records 1841-1915, v 229, p 243 (son of John Graves and 
Elizabeth Sayward, both of Ipswich, age 77) 
98

 VR: Marblehead Births, v 1 p 260 (Hodgkins, Abigail Wise, daughter of Joseph and Abigail); Massachusetts Death 
Records 1841-1915, v 310, p260 
99

 VR: Ipswich Births, v 1, p 168; VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 2, p 573  
100

 VR: Ipswich Births, v 1 p 329 (Sayward); VR: Ipswich Baptisms, v 3, p 28 (Soward); VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 2, p 572; 
v 3, p 39 
101

 VR: Ipswich Births and Baptisms, v 1, p 310; VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 2, p 586 (Hodgkins, Joseph, jr. a. 56 y.) 
102

 VR: Marblehead Births, v 1, p 497); VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 2, p 585 (Hodgkins, Abigail, w. Joseph) 
103

 VR: Ipswich Births and Baptisms, v 1, p 168 (Greaves); VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 2, p 573 
104

 VR: Ipswich Births, v 1, p 310 (Pushee, Eliza[beth], d. Gabriel and Sarah); VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 2, p 573 (Graves, 
Elizabeth, wid. John) 
105

 VR: Gloucester Births, v 1, p 650 (Sayword, John, s. Joseph, bp. Sept 10, 1749); VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 3, p 681 
(Soward, John, June 5, 1835, a. 94 y)  
106

 VR: Ipswich Births, v 1, p 236 (Leatherland, Elizabeth, d. John and Sarah); VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 3, p 49 (Soward, 
Elizab[et]h, w. John, consumption, Dec. 30, 1788) 
107

 VR: Ipswich Births, v 1, p 188 (Hodgkins, John, s. Thomas and Hannah, bp. 26 : X br : 1731); VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 
2, p 586 (Hodgkins, John a. 84y)  
108

 VR: York ME, v 110, p 177 (Benjamin Webber his Children born in York of his Wife the Daughter of James Allen); 
VR: Ipswich Deaths, v , p 586 (Hodgkins, Patience, wid. John, [a. 84 y]) 
109

 VR: Ipswich Births, v 1, p 362; VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 3, p 690 (a. 66 y) 
110

 VR: Ipswich Births, v 1, p 399 (Wise, Susanna, d. Henery and Mary, bp. 5 Mar, 1745);  



November 2014 THE ESSEX GENEALOGIST Volume 34, No. 4 

206 
 

17. Hannah Perkins (b. Ipswich, 22 2m 1701; d. 12 May 1791)112 

18. Gabriel Pushee (b. Canada, 1700; d. 1775)113 

19. Sarah Williams (b. Manchester, 19 May 1703; d. __)114 

20. Joseph Sayward (b. Gloucester, 1 Mar 1707/8; prbt. 7 Jun 1779)115 

21. Sarah Giddings (b. Gloucester, 30 Jul 1710; d. before 1779)116 

22. John Leatherland (b. __; d. 11 Jun 1745)117 

23. Sarah Kimball (bp. Ipswich, 26 2m 1713; d. 24 Feb 1787)118 

24. Thomas Hodgkins (b. Ipswich, 1692; d. 30 Dec 1788)119 

25. Hannah Warner (b. Ipswich, 14 Dec 1703; d. __)120 

28. Samuel Swasey (bpt. Boston, 5 Jul 1713; d. 7 Oct 1760)121 

29. Susanna Howe (b. Ipswich, 13 Feb 1725; d. 3 Apr 1792)122 

30. Henry Wise (b. abt 1697; d. 12 Nov 1775)123 

31. Mary Wade (b. abt 1705; d. 1 Mar 1787)124 

32. Samuel Graves (b. Ipswich, 5 Aug 1658; d. 4 Oct 1732)125 

33. Joana Pearce (b. Ipswich, 13 Oct 1659; d. __)126 

34. Beamsley Perkins (b. Ipswich, 7 Apr 1673; d. 23 Jul 1720)127 

35. Hannah Emerson (b. aft 1661; d. __)128  

38. Daniel Williams (b. Manchester, 1672; d. 1758)129 

39. Alice Allen (b. Manchester, 20 Sep 1674; d. __)130 

40. James Sayward (b. Maine, 1668; d. 13 Feb 1736/7)131 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
111

 Lindberg, Marcis (2000) “The Graves Family of Ipswich” TEG, v 20, p 226; Switlik, John M. (2014) “The Graves 
Family of Ipswich” TEG, v 34, p 92-93 
112

 VR: Ipswich Births, Baptisms, v 1, p 286; VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 2, p 573 (widow of John) 
113

 Greenlaw, W.P. () “Descendants of Gabriel Pouchi or Pushee” NEHGS library 
114

 VR: Manchester Births, v 1, p 125 (Williams, Sarah, d. Daniell and Alce);  
115

 VR: Gloucester Births, v 1, p 650 (Sayword, Joseph, s. James and Deborah); Probate File Papers, 1638-1840, Case 
#24931, 7 Jun 1779 
116

 VR: Gloucester Births, v 1, p 279 (Sarah, d. George and Elizabeth); Essex County, MA: Sarah not mentioned in 
Joseph’s will (Case #24931)   
117

 ; VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 2, p 614; Essex County, MA: Probate File Papers, 1638-1881 (Case #16541) 
118

 VR: Ipswich Births, v 1, p 219; VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 3, p 48 (Sarah, wid., consumption, a 70 y)   
119

 DHA, Daniel Hovey Association (1913) The Hovey Book Press of L.R. Hovey, p 18; VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 3, 587 ( a. 96 y) 
120

 VR: Ipswich Births, v 1, p 384;  
121

 Swasey, B.F. (1910) Genealogy of the Swasey Family Priv. print., p 67 
122

 VR: Ipswich Births, v 1, p 199; VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 2, p 589, (Homan, Susanna, w. Capt. Richard, “at 
Marblehead on a visit” Apr. 3, 1792, a. 66 y.); Crawford, M.C. (1907) Little Pilgrimages Among Old New England 
Inns L.C. Page, p 170  
123

 Maine Historical Society (1893) Collections and proceedings, p321 (Harvard 1717); VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 2, p 714  
124

 ; VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 2, p 715 (Wise, Mary, wid. A. 82 y.) 
125

 Ibid, Lindberg; Ibid, Switlik 
126

 VR: Ipswich Births, v 1, p 282 (Joana, d. Robert);  
127

 VR: Ipswich Births, v 1, p 285; VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 3, p 644 (a. 47 y. 3 m. 16 d. [ in his 45
th

 y] 
128

 Gordon, G.A. (1988) The Ipswich Emersons, A.D. 1636-1900 Higginson Books, p 47 
129

 VR: Beverly Deaths, v , p 602 (Williams, Dan[ie]l, ___, 1758, a. 86 y.) 
130

 VR: Manchester Births, v 1, p 17 (Allin, Alice, d. Samuell and Sarah, Sept. 20, 1674); 
131

 ; VR: Gloucester Deaths v , p 283 (Sayword, James, Elder, in his 68
th

 y.)  
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41. Deborah Stover (b. Maine, 1667; d. 13 Jul 1734)132 

42. George Giddings (b. __ 1664; d. aft 1716)133 

43. Elizabeth Eveleth (b. Gloucester, 17 Dec 1671; d. 20 May 1727)134 

44. William Leatherland (b. __; d. pbt. 25 Oct 1739)135 

45. Elizabeth Perkins (b. Ipswich, 8 May 1687; d. ...)136 

46. Moses Kimball (b. Ipswich, Sep 1672; d. 23 Jan 1750)137 

47. Susanna Goodhue (b. Ipswich, 1676; d. aft 1718)138 

48. Thomas Hodgkins (b. Ipswich, 1668; d. 16 Nov 1719)139 

49. Abigail Hovey (b. __; d. 28 Nov 1754)140 

56. Samuel Swasey (bp. Salem, 14 Jul 1682; d. 1739)141 

57. Ammi Ayers (b. 1683; d. (will dated 2 Jan 1783)142 

58. Increase Howe (b. Ipswich, 12 Apr 1680; d. 29 Jan 1754)143 

59. Susanna Kinsman (b. 16 Feb 1700; d. 26 Dec 1781)144 

60. John Wise (b. 15 Aug 1652; d. 8 Apr 1725)145 

61. Abigail Gardner (b. 1652; d. 15 Mar 1735)146 

64. Samuel Graves (b. England, 1622; d. 22 Nov 1679)147 

65. Grace Beamsley (b. Boston, 10th 7th 1635; d. 26 Nov 1730)148 

66. Robert Pierce (b. England, 1612; d. Apr 1679)149 

67. Abigail Symonds (b. England, 1622; d. 28 Jun 1680)150 

68. Abraham Perkins (b. Ipswich, 1640; d. 27 Apr 1722)151 
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 ; VR: Gloucester Deaths, v 3, p 282 (Sayward, Deborah, w. Elder James, [a. 67 y.] 
133
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 VR: Ipswich Births, v 1, p 285;  
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140
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142
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 VR: Ipswich Births, v 1, p 198; Sticeney, L. W. (1876) Genealogical Record of the Descendants of Robert Kinsman 
of Ipswich p 64 
144

 VR: Ipswich Births, v 1, p 223; VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 2, p 679 (Susanna, w. Capt. John, a. 82 y.) 
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 Burrage, H.S and Stubbs, A.R. (1909) Genealogical and Family History of the State of Maine Lewis Historical 
Publishing Co, p 1983; VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 2, p 714 (John, Rev., at Chebacco, ..., a. 73 y.)  
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 Torrey, C.A. and Bently, E. P. (1985) New England Marriages Prior to 1700 Genealogical Publishing Co., p 831; 
VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 2, p 714 (Abigail, wid. Rev.John, of Chebacco) 
147

 Ibid, Lindberg; Ibid, Switlik  
148

 Boston, MA: Births, Baptisms, Marriages, and Deaths, 1630-1699, p 3; VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 3, p 573 (Greaves, 
Grace, wid., Nov. 26, 1730, in her 99

th
 y) 
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 Linzee, J. W. (1918) The History of Peter Parker and Sarah Ruggles of Roxbury, MA Priv Print, p 442; Essex 

County, MA: Probate File Papers, 1638-1881, Case #21216  
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 Hyde, M. S. (1999) “The Probable English Origin of Mark Symonds of Ipswich, MA” TAG, 74:116; VR: Ipswich 
Deaths, v 2, p 642 (Pearce, Abigaill, wid.) 
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69. Hannah Beamsley (b. Dec 1643; d. 16 Oct 1732)152 

70. Nathaniel Emerson (b. England, 1631; d. 29 Dec 1712)153 

71. Sarah __ (b. __; d. 3 Aug 1670)154 

76. Joseph Williams (bpt. Salem, 10 May 1640; d. __)155 

77. Sarah Browning (b. __; d. aft 1719)156 

78. Samuel Allen (b. Manchester, 8 Jan 1631/2; d. 1700)157 

79. Sarah Tuck (b. Beverly, abt 1636; d. __)158 

80. Henry Sayward (b. __; d. abt. 1 Apr 1679)159 

81. Mary __ (b. __; d. __)160 

82. Sylvester Stover (b. __; d. bf 14 Feb 1689/90)161 

83. Elizabeth Norton (b. __; d. bf 4 Sep 1722)162 

84. John Giddings (b. abt 1638; d. __)163 

85. Sarah Alcock (b. Maine, __; d. __)164 

86. Joseph Eveleth (b. abt 1640; d. 1 Dec 1745)165 

87. Mary Bragge (b. abt 1646 ; d. 22 Jan 1713/4)166 

88. Zebulon Leatherland (b. by 1650; d. __)167 

89. Rachel __ (b. __; d. __)168 

90. Jacob Perkins (b. Ipswich, 1646; d. 1719)169 

91. Sarah Wainwright (b. __; d. 3 Feb 1688)170 

92. John Kimball (b. England, 1631; d. 6 May 1698)171 

93. Mary Bradstreet (b. England, 1633; d. 1665)172 

94. Joseph Goodhue (b. abt 1635; d. 2 Sep 1697)173 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
151
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162

 __; Ibid Angelliotti  
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 Anderson, Robert C. (2003) The Great Migration Begins Vol III G-H   NEHGS, Boston, MA, p 54 
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 Banks, C.E. (1882) “The Alcock Family of Maine” NEHGR, v 36, p 401 
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 ; VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 2, p 550 (a. 105 y.) 
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 ; VR: Ipswich Deaths, v 2, p 550 (w. Joseph, in her 64
th
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 Anderson, R.C. (1995) The Great Migration Begins: Immigrants to New England 1620-1633, Vols I-III NEHGS, p 1171  
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 Cutter, W.R. ed. (1908) Genealogical and Personal Memoirs ... Boston and Eastern Massachusetts Lewis 
historical Publishing, p 1040 
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95. Sarah Whipple (b. 1641; d. 23 Jul 1681)174 

120. Joseph Wise (b. __; d. 12 Sep 1684)175 

121. Mary Thompson (b. abt 1619; d. 1693)176 

122. Thomas Gardner (b. 1615; d. 15 Jul 1689)177 

123. Lucy Smith (b. __; d. 6 Nov 1687)178 

134. Mark Symonds (b. England, 1584; d. 28 Apr 1659)179  

135. Joanna __ (b. England, 1618; d. 29 Apr 1666)180 

168. George Giddings (b. England, 24 Sep 1609; d. 1 Jun 1676)181 

169. Jane Lawrence (bp. 18 Dec 1614; d. 2 Mar 1680)182 

170. John Alcock (b. __; d. bf 6 Jul 1675)183 

171. Elizabeth ___ (b. __; d. aft Jul 1675)184 

176. William Leatherland (b. England, 1608; d. 10 Jun 1684)185 

177. __ __ (b. __; d. __) 186 

186. Humphrey Bradstreet (b. England, 1594; d. bf 6 Sep 1655)187 

187. Bridget __ (b. abt 1604; d. Nov 1665)188 

188. William Goodhue (b. 1615; d. after 31 Jul 1694)189 

189. Margery Watson (b. __; d. 28 Aug 1668)190 

190. John Whipple (b. England, 1596; d. 30 Jun 1669)191 

191. Susanne Clarke (b. England, 11 Jan 1595; d. __)192 
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Thomas Gardner Society, Inc.  

Thomas Gardner (~1592-1674) was an Overseer of the "old planters" party of the Dorchester 

Company that landed, in 1624 at Cape Ann, to form a colony.193 The party landed at, what is now 

known as, Gloucester. The party, although successful in maintaining life and health, did not obtain 

commercial success within the desired timeframe. After two years, the Cape Ann party, then under 

Roger Conant, removed to Naumkeag, later to be known as Salem.194  

Thomas is considered by some as the 1st Governor of Massachusetts, due to his being in authority 

in the first settlement that became the Massachusetts Bay Colony (which later subsumed the 

Plymouth Colony). Thomas, and his wife, Margaret Fryer, had nine children and many 

descendants.195 

The Thomas Gardner Society, Inc. (TGS, Inc.)196 aims to promote, and sponsor, a continuing 

educational mode with respect to the experiences, and accomplishments, of the Cape Ann party 

(1624) led by Thomas Gardner. The focus is cultural, biographical, historical, and genealogical in the 

context of both general, and scholarly, knowledge.   

TGS, Inc. formed in 2010 under the direction of a direct descendant of Thomas Gardner, 

incorporated as a Non-profit in 2014 in the State of Kansas, and obtained IRS Sec. 501(c)(3) tax-

exempt status as of April 29, 2014. Activities, beside research, have included regular publication, 

since 2010, of Gardner’s BeaconTM and recent publication of The Gardner Annals. TGS, Inc. 

submits blog posts on genealogical and technical matters. Gardner Research has successfully 

completed several applications for Heritage Society Community member organizations. TGS, Inc. 

supports several efforts, such as submission of encyclopedic entries, preparation of articles, and 

consulting on the work of other researchers.    

The purpose of TGS, Inc. can be summarized as follows: (a) to establish and to maintain a persistent 

presence in order to honor the accomplishments of the Cape Ann party (1624) lead by Thomas 

Gardner; to promote, and to sponsor, scholarly research of a cultural, biographical, historical and 

genealogical nature, with an emphasis on, but not limited to, the origins and the lives of New 

England immigrants; to provide means for, and to foster, discussion, and dissemination of, 

information on those themes; to publish materials periodically and as necessary; (b) to encourage 

participation by, and interaction of, Thomas Gardner descendants through Society membership; to 

extend the published works of Frank A. Gardner (using modern publication means); to establish, 

and to document, views based upon timeline data obtained from descendants and other studies; and, 

(c) to sponsor the scholastic efforts of men, women, and children in the context of a continuing 

educational process.197 
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